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ABSTRACTS
On the Dichotomy of Elegance and Vulgarity Nan Fan « 4 -

The theoretical dichotomy of elegance and vulgarity has a long history and many
branches, arousing various Tower of Babel-like confusions of tongues. Elegance and
vulgarity have their own aesthetic origins, and are interpreted in relation to
sociological categories such as social class and social strata. There is no abstract and
absolute definition of the concept of elegance and vulgarity. In the course of history,
the accumulation of professional knowledge, selected classics ,avant garde art for
art’ s sake, and certain activities of the leisured class have often been considered
“elegant ,” while popular experience, folk revelry, and mass media content have been
considered “ vulgar.” In modern literary history in China, the concepts of
enlightenment and of class were involved in the dichotomy of elegance and vulgarity
in different ways. In Chinese culture in the second half of the twentieth century, this

”»

dichotomy began to be reorganized around the notions of “art” and “commodity.”
The reconceptualization of elegance and vulgarity at each stage of history has often
indicated a reconnection between aesthetic interests and history. In this sense, the
debate between elegance and vulgarity has always been a testimony to cultural

participation in history.
Understanding in an Epistemic Context Chen Jiaming « 25 ¢

In the history of Western philosophy. understanding is an important concept ,
around which different theories of understanding have taken shape. In recent years ,
understanding, as a way of cognition distinct from knowing, has become a hot new
topic in Anglo-American studies of the theory of knowledge. The theory of
understanding., which focuses on the connection between meaning and intentionality
(psychological causes ), opts to start from the concept of meaning and study
understanding in the context of a practical theory of knowledge; it has recourse to a
psychological cause in the speaker or actor for understanding the meaning of language
and action, especially the grasp of intentionality. The quality of understanding in the
field of meaning is expressed in the communication and convergence of the minds of
the one who understands and the one who is understood (although it may not
revealed ), and this is the basic difference between understanding and knowledge.
The basis of understanding is reason, not facts. Reason may include facts, but it is

¢ 204 -
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much more than facts. This determines the specificity of the method of

)

understanding, that is, it uses the method of “deduction of the best explanation.’

The Emergence of Social Substratum from Data. Methodological Reflection of Quantitative
Sociological Research Gao Yong « 44 -

The mainstream paradigm of quantitative sociological research based on
fragmented variable analysis, often lacks or even obscures reflection on and
observation of the substantive social process. Taking the practice of Durkheim’ s
classical work Suicide as reference, a methodological approach which is distinct from
the “hypothetic-deductive” paradigm is proposed. It is devoted to revelation of the
fundamental cause rooted in “the nature of things,” rather than exhaustive
enumeration of causal factors. It focuses on the profound analyses and overall
description of the intertwined variable relationships and the emergence of social
substratum under the guidance of theoretical logic, thus removing the influence of
superficial factors. The meanings of variables are fully understood only after the
fundamental cause of social substratum is clarified. This methodological approach is
more consistent with the inherent characteristics of Chinese society. It is highly

instructive for the innovation direction of Chinese quantitative sociology.
Theory of the State in the Digital Age Huang Qisong + 60 -

Since the beginning of the 21st century, the new technological revolution
represented by big data and artificial intelligence has developed rapidly and humanity
has entered the digital age. State practice form has taken on new forms and
characteristics, and the modern state theory, born of the age of industrial civilization ,
is being challenged. Based on an analysis of the Marxist doctrine of the state, we
propose the core elements of state theory to be violence, territory, institutions and
state capacity. Within this framework, we analyze the dilemmas of state theory on
the basis of conceptualizing the new forms and phenomena of state practice in the
context of the new technological revolution, giving new connotations to the core
concepts of state theory: incorporating digital violence under violence, digital
sovereignty under territory, digital government under institutions, and digital
governance under state capacity. By enriching the connotations of these concepts, we

try to propose a state theory for the digital age.

China’s Exploration and Innovation in Breaking through Structural Constraints
Guo Kesha « 78

The period between the end of China’s rapid economic growth and the beginning
¢ 205 -



