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This course is a chronological and thematic survey of mythology, focusing on its
origin, transformation, change and continuity. Topics will cover mythical
literature and myth-related scholarly discussion in both Western and Eastern
world. The course consists of three parts: intensive reading of classics and
discussion, case studies, and survey of academic trends. The goal of this course
is to consider the interrelationship between historical narratives and literary
representation of myth in different contexts. The course targets the
enhancement of the following skills: to increase knowledge and understanding
of the mythology in general, and Chinese myth in particular; to provide an
interdisciplinary understanding of the social construction and the symbolic
system laying beneath the texts of myth; to improve student’s ability to
evaluate ideas and arguments critically; to introduce the typical methodologies
of cultural anthropology, art history and religious studies, thus enable the




students to

interpret,

reevaluate and

rethink about center-peripheral

dichotomy, and the myth-related cultural phenomenon of the modern world.
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