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Since the late 19%™ to first half of 20th century, Chinese fiction rapidly developed and
numberless writers and literary works were produced. This course introduces the
students to representative fictional works in different periods, and also to those
brilliant works ignored by literary history, in order to show, complicatedly and subtly,
multiple dimensions of literary creation in relation to intellectual backdrops and
cultural trends. A variety of categories such as revolutionary literature, popular
literature, the literature in the Republican era, urban literature, rural literature, and
literature of anti-Japanese war will be explicated; selected authors include Lu Xun,
Mao Dun, Shen Congwen, and Zhang Ailing. We’ll pay attention to different styles of
the Beijing School and Shanghai School and to different genres of detective stories
and martial arts novels. In terms of content, we’ll consider not only the topics of
race, the nation, class, and gender, but also relationships between literature and




social reality, everyday life, literary market, and other cultural forms such as art,
film, and fashion. In analysis of fiction we’ll emphasize its structural feelings,
semiotic imagination, glorification of human nature, and the formal and aesthetic
creativity. Particularly, that scientific and technological play an important role in
literary creation should be stressed. As for the authors, we’ll explore their pursuit of
the Self and spiritual journey under the conditions of literary groups, printing media,
and ideology of the time.
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