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( Description )

Audio-visual Chinese (1) is a compulsory course for international students in the Chinese
Linguistics bachelor degree program. Students taking this course should have the knowledge
0f 2000-2500 frequently-used words, and should be able to converse on personal-related and
everyday topics. The goal of this course is to improve students’ listening comprehension skills,
which specifically include the skills to capture the main content and key information of the
listening materials, the ability to understand the intention of the speakers, the ability to
comprehend long conversations and texts, and the skills to infer the meaning of unknown words

and to capture the key points and detailed information in the listening materials.

This course is taught using the tasked-based teaching approach. Before listening, warming-
up activities activate students’ background knowledge and teach students unknown vocabulary
and structures, which prepare students to better comprehend the listening material. During the
listening tasks, students are taught how to use effective listening strategies to achieve better
comprehension. After listening, students are provided opportunities to further discuss the given
topics, conduct investigations outside of classroom and do exercises, all of which contribute to

students’ better understanding and mastery of the knowledge & skills learned in class.
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